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TO THEY 


INHABITANTS 


New Brunſwick, Nova-Scotaa, 
I N 


NORTH AMERICA. 


MY BELOVED BRETHREN, 


EING called upon, in Providence, to ordain two 
young men, for the work of the miniſtry, who are 
intended to ſerve in the Goſpel of our LORD JESUS 
CHRIST, more immediately among you; it is the par- 
ticular requeſt of that highly-honoured and elect Lady, 
the Coungeſs of Huntingdon, (of whoſe real concern and 
rexard el precious and immortal fouls this miſſion is 
the beſt proof) that I ſhould addreſs you, in a few lines, on 
the reality and \mportarſe® of thoſe truths, the knowledge 
and enjoyment of which is neceſſary to your preſent and 
everlaſting happineſs, —l would therefore endeavour, by 
the manifeſtation of the truth, to commend myſelf to 
your hearts and conſciences in the ſight of GOD. 

As my only end and aim is to promote the real welfare. 
of your ſouls, I have only this requeſt to make, that you 
would conſult the Bible and your own hearts, tax fee. 
whether theſe things are ſo, The LORD, in mer- 


\ 


1 
cy, has ſent you his precious Goſpel: it will be your 
happineſs to hear and receive it; but, woe - be unto 
you, if you put it from you, and caſt the word of GOD 
behind your backs, Conſider—How will you eſcape, 
if you neglect this great ſalyation, of which the Gol- 
pel ſpeaks? Do you not know that the judgment of 
GOD), which is according to truth, is againſt thoſe who 
have committed ſuch things, of which you know your- 
ſelves to have been guilty ? Do not your conſciences, at 
times, teſtify againſt you? Have you not awful apprehen- 
fions of that infinitely juſt and holy GOD, the great and 
univerſal Law-giver, whoſe laws you know that you have 
broken ? How will you avert his wrath ? How will you 1. 
eſcape his avenging ſword? Salvation, and the forgive- 
neſs of ſins, is preached in the name of our LORD JE- 
SUS CHRIST.—He who believeth in Him, is juſtified 
from all things—He who believeth not, is condemned 
already, You may depend upon it, if you die under that 
ſentence, you have nothing to expect, but a fearful ook- 
ing for of judgment, and fiery indignation. Let me be- 
ſeech you, therefore, to conſider the things which make 
for your peace—To conſider, not only the uncertaigty of 
life, but the certainty of that deſtruction, into whick you 
- muſt inevitably fink, unleſs you obtain Mercy, and find 
Grace to help, before it is too late. Now is the accepted 
time—Now is the day of ſalvation—There is no redemp- 
tion in the grave, where you are going; if you are not con- 
verted in this life, depend upon it, you can never enter 
into the kingdom of heaven; for ſo our LORD has ſaid, 
Matt. xviii. 3. And in another place he ſays, John iii. 3. 
Except a man be born again, he cannot ſee the kingdom of 
GOD, | 

Let me aſk—What do you know of converſion and the 
new birth? Of a death unto ſin, and a new birth unto 
| | righteouſneſs? 


E-V-3 

righteouſneſs ? What do you know of any change made 
upon your hearts? St. Paul ſays, 2 Cor. iit. 18, By 
beholding, as in a glaſs, the Clary of the LORD, we are changed 
into the ſame image, from Glory to C ory, even as by the SPI. 
RIT of the LORD. And again, Tit. iii. 5, 6. According to 
his mercy he ſaved us, by the waſhing of regeneration, and re- 
newing of the HOLY GH T, which He ſhed en us abundantly, 
through FESUS CHRIST our LRD. Without this change, 
(for the Scripture cannot be broken) it is impoſſible for 
you to go to heaven and, it you do not go to heaven, 
the alternative is, you muſt certainly go to hell. 

I do not ſuppoſe but you have fome fecret hopes of 
heaven and happineſs ; but I would call upon you to ex- 
amine and ſearch diligently whether thoſe hopes are well 
grounded, or whether they are vain and deluſive. That 
hope which maketh not aſhamed, ſprings from true and 
ſaving faith in the LORD JESUS CHRIST from that 
faith which always works by love for, thereby the love 
of GOD is ſhed abroad in the heart by the HOLY - 
HOST; but perhaps you know ſo little about the love of 
GOD ſhed abroad in the heart by the HOLY GHOST, 
that you do not ſo much as know whether there be any 
HOLY GHOST; and are willing to believe that you 
always loved GOD—that you never knew what it was to 
hate him and his Goſpel. If this is the caſe, I am. perſuad- 
ed for my own part, that he who never knew the plague 
of an evil heart of unbelief, never knew what it was to 
believe ſavingly ih the LORD JESUS CHRIST; and 
he who never knew what it was to hate GOD and his Goſ- 
pel, n-ver knew what it was to love him': for, as we are 
by nature children oft wrath, a reconciliation muſt needs 
take place before it is poſſible for us to love him As the 
carnal mind is enmity againſt GOD, that enmity muſt. 7. 
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L 4 
needs be ſlain before we can poſſibly delight in him, and 
enjoy ſweet communion and fellowſhip with him. 

Doubts and fears always prevail, more or lefs, accord- 
ing as unbelief prevails more or leſs; but the Apoſtle 
ſpeaks very differently of the effects of faith, when he 
ſays, that there is all joy and peace in believing. In pro- 
portion to the ſtrength of our faith, ſo will our comforts 
abound, ſo will our corruptions be ſubdued, ſo will our 
affections be ſet on things above, and ſo ſhall we he ena- 
bled more and more to glorify GOD in body, ſoul, and 
ſpirit. | 
Doubts and fears, uncertainty and ſuſpence, for which 
too many plead, are the workings” of unbelief, and the 
ſtruggles between law and conſcience, When a convinced 
finner is put upon his trial, and arraigned in the court of 


| his own conſcience, he cannot be ſatisfied with inferences, 


conclufions, and ſuppoſitions, till the buſineſs is decided, 
and the trial is brought to a certain iſſue, 

Let me aſk, do you not find this ſuſpence truly awful? 
In vain you attempt to drive away thoſe painful and alarm- 
ing thoughts which at times ariſe in your mind—in vain 
you try to ſtifle convictions, and ſpeak peace to your ſouls, 


when you are under the greateſt diſtreſs of foul, then you 


fear the worſt, and when you feel but little concern, then 
you are ready to ſuppoſe that you are given up to hard- 
neſs of heart. Whilſt you go on in ſuſpence and uncer- 
tainty as to the ſalvation of your fouls, you may not be 
able to ſay from what cauſe all theſe horrors ſpring, yet 
when delivered from the law, you will ſee the authority, 
the majeſty, the glory of the law, as the miniſtration of 
condemnation, in the effect which it has upon the mind 
and conſcience of an awakened ſinner, 

You will ſay, perhaps, that aſſurance is the peculiar 


privilege of ſome very extraordinary characters and highly 


favoured 


1 


fayouted ſaints—that it is by no means eſſential to faith, 
though it may be eſſential to your comforts. It cannot 
be denied, without denying the Scriptures, that there are 
degrees of faith; yet it is much to be feared that many, 
who have no faith at all, would fain perſuade themſelves 
that they are good believers, under the notion of weak 
faith, or little faith. Whereas the leaſt degree of Goſpel 
Faith partakes of the nature of aſſurance, and the higheſt 
degree of faith is mixed with unbelief. The ſtrongeſt be- 
liever, who gives moſt glory to GOD, will always pray 
for an increaſe of faith ; ſeeing that to every one is given 
grace, according to the meaſure of the gift of CHRIST; 
and GOD deals to every man the meaſure of faith, di- 
viding to every one ſeverally as he will. 

Many are willing to believe that they believe, though 
they have not the leaſt knowledge or experience of the 
true nature of ſaving or juſtifying faith. For inſtance, one 
ſuppoſes himſelf to be a true believer, becauſe he believes 
in the being and exiſtence of a GOD: whereas, it is one 
thing to believe that this world, and all that it inherits, 
was created by a Being infinitely wiſe and powerful, as the 
great Firſt Cauſe of all; and it is another thing to believe 
that GOD was in CHRIST reconciling the world unto 
himſelf, 

The belief of a GOD, the Creator, Preſerver and Up- 
holder of all things, almoſt univerſally prevails; for, the 
knowledge of GOD (as it reſpects his eternal power and 
Godhead) may be learnt by the things which He hath 
made ; for the heavens declare his glory, and the firma- 
ment Go his handy work : but if we know no more 
of GOD than what we know naturally as brute beaſts, how 
can it be ſaid that we know him of whom we cannot form 
the leaſt conception, not even the moſt diſtant idea. The | 
heathens of old acknowledged that there was a GOD, 
vet, 
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vet, St. Paul ſays, they glorified him net as GOD, but became 
vain in their imaginations, and their fooliſh hearts were dark- 


ened; profeſſing themſelves wiſe, they became fools. 


The true nature of faith can only be determined by its 
Object. The Object of ſaving or juſtifying faith is the 
LORD JESUS CHRIST himſelf—God and man—As 
GOD was manifeſt in the fleſh, and dwells bodily in the 
perſon of our LORD JESUS CHRIST), ſo GOD can 
only be known as a GOD in CHRIST; and CHRIST 
can only be known as revealed to the foul by the HOLY 
GHOST. This is the great myſtery of godlineſs—GOD 
MANIFEST IN THE FLESH; and this is the myſte- 
ry of faith, ro fee GOD in CHRIST reconciling the 
world unto himſelf, not imputing our tieſpaſſes unto us. 
There is no knowledge of GOD, without a knowledge 
of CHRIST; for our LORD ſays, Matt. xi. 27. No 
man knoweth the Son but the Father, neither knoweth any man 
the Father ſave the Son, and he to whomſcever the San will re- 
veal him. And again, John xiv. 6, 7. No man cometh to 
the Father but by me: if ye had known me, ye ſhould have 
known my Father alſs, We read, John i. 18. No man hath 
feen GO at any time: the only begotten Son, who is in the 
bsfom of the Father, he has declared him. And it is ſaid, 
Tohn xvii. 3. This is life eternal, to know Thee, the on'y true 
GOD, and JESUS CHRIST, whom thou haſt ſent. Our 
LORD's anſwer to Philip, who faid, Shew us the Father, 
is very remarkable; John xiv. 9. Have I been ſ long time 
with you, and vet huſt thou not known me, Philip? He that 
hath ſren me, hath ſeen the Father, and how ſayeſt thou then, 
Shew us tle Father? Believeſt thou not that I am in the 
Father, and the Father in me? The words that I ſpeak unto 
veu, 1 ſpeak not of myſelf, but the Father that dwelleth in me, 
be dceth the works, Believe me, that JI am in the Father, and 


toe Fut her in me. 
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As GOD can only be known as a GOD in CHRIST; 
ſo CHRIST can only be known as revealed to the ſoul 
by the HOLY GHOST, St. Paul prays, Eph. i. 17. 
May the GOD and FATHER of our LORD TESUS 
CHRIST, the FATHER of Glory, give you the Spirit 
of Wiſdom and Revelation unto the knowledge of him : and 
2 Cor. iv. 6. he ſays, GOD, who commanded the light to 
ſhine out of darkneſs, hath fhined in our hearts, to give the light 
of the knowledge of the Glory of GOD in the face of FE SUS 
CHRIST. Our LORD ſays, John xiv, 20. In that day 
(i. e. when the Spirit ſhall be poured out upon them) ye 
ſhall know that the Father is in me, and I in him. It is ſaid, 
1 Cor. xii. 3. No man can call FESUS Lord but by the 
HOLY GHOST. Let theſe Scriptures be compared to- 
gether, and you muſt acknowledge that GOD can be 
known in no other way, than as dwelling in the perſon of 
CHRIST; and that CHRIST can be known in no other 
way, than as revealed to the ſoul by the HOLY GHOST. 
As to all that can be ſaid concerning faith, as being the 
belief of the Truth, if CHRIST himſelf is the Truth in- 
tended, the definition is juſt; for He who ſaid; I am 
the Truth, ſaid to his diſciples, Te believe in GOD, believe 
alſo in me. But if by the belief of the Truth, is meant the 

aſſent of the underſtanding to certain facts, certain propo- 
ſitions, or certain ſentiments or opinions, as true, without 
any, particular application to the ſoul, this account of faith 
is deluſive, becauſe the written word, rather than the in- 
carnate Word, ſeems to be the object of this faith; and 
becauſe the office of GOD's Spirit, in this account, ſeems 
to be ſuperſeded ; for here is no manifeſtation of the Spirit, 
whole office it is, not to ſpeak of himſelf, but to take of the 
things of CHRIST, and /hew them unto us. As to all that 
can be ſaid, reſpeCting our duty to believe what GOD 
reveals, upon the credit of the divine yeracity, I would aſk, 
B _ Where 
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Where. is the proof of the divine veracity, without a parti- 
cular application to my ſoul by the Spirit? I can clearly 
prove, that it is poſſible for a man to be fully perſuaded, in 
© his own mind, that the Scriptures are the words of life, 
and a revelation from GOD), and yet be deſtitute of faving 
faith. Was not this the cafe with king Agrippa? St, Paul 
knew that king Agrippa believed the prophets ; yet king 
Agrippa, by his own confeſſion, was but an almoſt Chrif- 
tran, —Our LORD ſaid to the Jews, Search the Scriptures, 
for in them ye think that ye have eternal life, and they are they 
that teftify of Me; but, ſays he, Ye will not come to ME that ye 
may have life May we not fairly conclude from hence, 
that the Jews, though they believed the Scriptures to be 
the word of life, yet they did not ſavingly believe in tlie 
LORD JESUS CHRIST. The record that GOD hath 
given us is eternal life, as to its intent and meaning ; but 
this eternal life is not in the record, (which is profitable 
for doctrine, for reproof, for inſtruction in righteouſneſs) 
but this life is in his Son: this is the true GOD and eternal 
life. Whoſo hath the Son, hath life, and whoſo hath not the 
Sen, hath not life. 

St. Paul calls faith an evidence, i. e. the voice or teſti- 
mony of GOD's Spirit, witneſſing to the truth and 
reality of thoſe things which no natural man can poſſibly 
diſcern, but which, ſaith the Apoſtle, he has revealed to us 
by his Spirit. Our LORD calls the HOLY GHOST a 
Witneſs, John xv. 26. Ihen the Comforter is come, whom F 
will ſend to you from the Father, even the Spirit of Truth, which 
proceedeth from the Father, He ſhall teſtify f me, We read, 
Rom. viii. 16. that he Spirit itſelf beareth witneſs with our 
ſpirits, that we are the children of GOD. And 1 John v. 10. 
He that believeth hath the witneſs in himſelf, It is only by the 
teſtimony and evidence of GOD's Spirit that we can come 


to 
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ts any certain knowledge reſpecting the mind of GOD, 
and the way of ſalvation by JESUS CHRIST. A natural 
man may adopt a ſet of notions and opinions—he may 
make himſelf acquainted with a variety of ſyſtems and 
ſentiments—but he knows nothing ſavingly of the Truth 
as it is in JESUS ; neither does he experience the power 
of the Goſpel, He may learn to talk about JESUS 
CHRIST, and the things of GOD, as a blind man may 
learn fo talk about colours. A man who has never taſted 
honey in his life, from the report of others, takes it for 
granted that ir is very ſweet, and from what he has heard 
others ſay, he may deſcribe the properties of honey; but 
he only who has taſted the ſweetneſs of honey himſelf, 
can be a proper judge of its true flayour : juſt ſo very ex- 
cellent , things may be ſpoken of JESUS CHRIST, by 
one who never felt the ſaving efficacy of his blood; but 
he only, who knows the LORD for himſelf, can be a 
proper judge of that peace which the Goſpel brings, when 
received in power, 

This is a point of the firſt importance, and as ſach it 
muſt be inſiſted upon, namely, that we can know rothing 
of GOD—nothing of the myſtery of his will—nothing 
of the myſtery of the Goſpel—of the myſtery of Godli- 
neſs—of the myſtery of GOD, and of the F ATHER, 
and of CHRIST that we can know nothing of the 
myſtery of faith, but as we are divinely taught, and ſpi⸗ 
titually enlightened, St. John ſays, 1 John ii. 27. T7 need 
not that any man teach you, but the anointing teacheth you of all 
things, and is truth, and is no tye. This is the expreſs tenor 
of the new coyenant, They ſhall not teach every man his neigb- 
$our, and every man his brother, ſaying, Knaw the LORD; i. e. 
one man ſhall not impart the knowledge of GOD to ano- 
ther; but, ſaith the I. ORD, They ſhall al] be taught of Me, 
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and they ſhall all know Me, from the leaſt ta the greateſt, To + 
this very end our LORD promiſed to ſend the Com- | 
forter. John xiv. 26. But the Comforter, which is the HOLY 
GHOST, whom the Father will ſend in my name, He 19 . 
teach you all things | 

There can be no real ſatisfaction in the mind, as to the 
truth or reality of any thing, without that evidence or 
conviction, which produces certainty or confidence. the 
truths of GOD are ſo far beyond our natural capacity, 
or comprehenſion, that, without that evidence or convic- 
tion, which ariſes from the revelation of GOD's Spirit, 
we can have no confidence nor certainty reſpecting them; 
for the things of GOD knoweth no man, but the Spirit of GOD z 
and the Spirit ſearcheth all things ; yea, the deep things of 60D. 

The LORD undoubtedly makes uſe of means, It is 

© ſaid, Rom. x. 14. How ſball they believe in him of whom they 

have not heard? and how ſball they hear without a preacher? 
How all they preach except they be ſent * How beautiful are 
the feet of them that preach the Goſpel of peace, and bring glad 
tidings of good things /—Preaching, and the LORD's ſup- 
per, are clearly inſtituted by CHRIST himſelf; yet it is 
a dangerous miſtake, to ſuppoſe that religion conſiſts in the 
obſervance of theſe, or any other outward privileges ; for 
though the Spirit, in the uſe of theſe means, is pleaſed to 
convey inſtruction and conſolation to the ſouls of men, yet 
the kingdom of GOD is within you: 1t is not in mea. 
drinks, but in righteouſneſs, and peace, and Joy in the HOLT 
GHOST, felt and experienced in the ſoul. This is trug 
religion :—ordinances are ſubject to us—for our uſe and 
benefit. We are not ſubject to ordinances—as if religion 
conſiſted in the obfervance of theſe. Modes and forms of 
worſhip may lawfully be uſed for the ſake of decency and 
order, and for Chriſtians to neglect the aſſembling themſelveꝶ 
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3 L 16 } 
together, for the purpoſes of religious worſhip, and fpiri» 
tual edification, is highly reprehenſible ; yet, it is to be 
feared, that too many reſt in an outward form, denyiag the 
power. 

Let me aſk, What do you know of the power? 

The real power of GOD, in its firſt effect upon the 
ſoul, is always found to alarm the conſcience—the SPI- 
RIT, revealing the purity and holineſs of GOD, (by 
means of the law) thereby diſcovers the exceeding ſinful. 
neſs of fin, not only in our outward actions, but even in 
our ſecret thoughts : we are thereby made ſenſible of the 
ſin of our nature; we are brought to ſee ſin in our beſt 
actions, and to ſee that GOD's law requires a perfect 
righteouſneſs, 

Now the poor ſoul begins to ſtrive earneſtly to make 
amends for what is paſt, and to redeem the time. The moiſt 
ſolemn vows and reſolutions, perhaps, are made to be 
more watchful and diligent for the future ; but, alas! in 
theſe reſolutions he has failed fo often, that he begins now + 
to think, that there is no mercy for him ; that GOD has 
given him up to a reprobate mind,—Hope declines; con- 
victions grow ſtronger and ſtronger ; deſtruction ſeems in- 
evitable:— he ſees no poſhbility of deliverance at hand, 
without faith; and yet finds himſelf without a power to 
believe. 

Let me aſk, Was it ſo with you? Was you ever con- 
vinced of ſin? Did you ever groan under the guilt of fin? 
How was you delivered from it? I do not aſk how long 
did your convictions laſt, nor how deep was your diſtreſs. 
This is not the ſame in all; nor are convictions of any 
other uſe than to make us willing to be ſaved by mere 
grace and mercy, He who was never wounded, can have 
no need for a cure, He who neyer had the ſentence of 

_ condemnation 
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condemnation in himſelf, can know nothing of the forgives 
nefs of fins. He who was never killed by the Law, was 
never made alive by the Goſpel.— Thus we are made ſen- 
fible, that the Goſpel is the power of GOD to ſalvation 
that the kingdom of /GOD- is not in word, but in power, 
Thus we know the exceeding greatneſs of his power towards u; 
who believe, according to the working of his mighty power which 
he wrought in CHRIST JESU, when he raiſed him from the 
dead; ſince the ſame power which raiſed CHRIST IE. 
SUS from the dead, is exerted in the cenverſion of every 
foul, who is tranſlated from the power of darkneſs, into 
the kingdom of GOD's dear Son. | 
In order to be convinced of the neceſſity of a Divine 
Power in fulfilling the work of faith in any ſoul, only ſee 
what Faith does. 

Are you not puzzled and confounded when you read the 
Scriptures, to ſee ſo many inconſiſtencies and contradie- 
tions? Have you not been ready at times to conclude, 
that it never could come from GOD 2 Now Faith re- 
conciles all theſe apparent inconſiſtencies and contradic* 
tions; ſees the chain of ſalvation perfect and entire, and 
admires the ceconomy of redemption as worthy its Divine 
Author. The Believer finds the Word of GOD ſo exact a 
counterpart of what he feels in himſelf, that he can ſet his 


ſeal to the truth of it: and hence he is ſatisfied that he does 


not follow cunningly-deviſed fables. Many things he may 
not be able fully to comprehend ; yet fully ſatisfied of the 
truth and reality of thoſe things which he does, he waits 
for the accompliſhment of this promiſe, I hat ye know not 
now, ye ſhall know+ hereafter, What but a divine power 
could thus enlighten the eyes of our underſtanding, to 
know what is the hope of our calling, and what the riches 
of the glory of the inheritance of the ſaints? . — 
Again 
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Again let me appeal to your hearts and conſciences, he- 
ther you have not at times awful apprehenſions of GOD's 


wrath ?* whether, at times, your ſouls are not filled with 
horror. and amazement at the thoughts of death, and of 


appearing before the bar of GOD? Now Faith takes this. 


away, and reconciles us to the thoughts of death, O 
precious Faith ! What but precious Faith can diſarm Death 
of its terrors, and enable us to rejoice at his near approach ? 
what but precious Faith could have enabled St. Paul to 
ſing that triumphant ſong, O death! where is thy fling 9 © 
grave where is thy vitery ? The fling of death is fin, and the 
firength of fin is the lau; but thanks be to COD, which giveth 


us the victory through our LORD JESUS CHRIST. This was 


one end of CHRIST's dying, that through death he might 
deflroy him wha had the power of death, that is, the devil, and 
deliver them who through fear of death are all their life-time 
Subje to bondage. Art thou by Faith enabled to diſcern 


the LORD's body? to ſee that he has borne all thy fins: 
in his-own body ? that he has put them all away by the 


ſacrifice of himſelf? For this cauſe, (even becauſe they 

do not diſcern the LORD's body, and ſee that he has 
* finiſhed tranſgreſſion, and made an end of fin) we have fo 
many weak believers; ſo many are fickly in their ſouls: 
this is the true cauſe why ſo many fleep, and decline from 
the good ways of GOD, and grow lukewarm and indif- 
ferent, becauſe they are not dead to the law by diſcerning the 
body of CHRIST. But Faith delivers from the bondage 
of the law, and the fear of death, | 

It is the power of GOD, through faith, which alone 
can ſubdue our corruptions, keep us near to the LORD, 
aud reſtrain us from every evil way. 

Let me aſk, do you not find that you are led captive by 
&n, in ſpite of every reſiſtance you can make? Have 
you 
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you not often determined in your minds to break off from 
your beſetting ſins, and to be more upon your guard for 
the time to come? but fin has hitherto been your maſter. 
Does not this prove the neceflity of a Divine Power re- 
training from evil, and conſtraining to good? Aker many 
years experience, the Apoſtle found, that in him, that is, in 
his fleſh, dwelt no good thing, and that nothing but the 
power of GOD could keep him, and ſubdue thoſe corrup- 
tions which he {till found remaining in him. 

It is by a Divine Power that our affections are drawn out 
after GOD, even by the ſweet attractive power and in- 


44 | fluence of love; for he draws with the bands of a man, 
with cords of love. 

By nature, we ſuppoſe GOD to be ſome Being removed 
at an awful diſtance from us, in that terrible majeſty which 
muſt ſtrike us with a dreadful blaze of tremendous glory, 

By Faith we ſee all the Glory of the Godhead ſhining 
forth through the medium of our own nature—all the Ful- 
neſs of the Godhead dwelling in the perſon of our LORD 
JESUS CHRIST=—all the Power of the Godhead put into 
his hands, who is Head over all things, to his Church, 

Faith ſees, that fury is not in him, neither ſhall his terror 
make us afraid; that He is a Man in GOD's ſtead; that He 
is very God and very Man, but one CHRIST ; that in the 
perſon of JESUS, all the fulnefs, the glory, the power of. 
TJEHOV AH centers. By looking unto JESUS, and be- 
holding, as in a glaſs, the glory of the LORD, we are 
changed into the ſame image, from glory toglory, even as by 

the Spirit of the LORD. A ſight of his tenderneſs, his ſoft- 
neſs, his ſufferings ; the tendernels, the ſoftneſs, the ſuffer- 13 
ings of GOD! begets kindred paſſions in our fouls, Hence, f 
all that ſinking of heart, that melting of affection, that felt- 
abaſement and abhoirence, which only can arife from a 
mauiteſtation 


1 


' #anlfeſtation of JESUS. O what nearneſs! O what 
ſweet union does the ſoul feel, when by Faith it can ſes 
JESUS, and ſay, This GOD is my GOD, my JESUS, 
my All! When the language of the heart is this, For 
me fot my ſalvation He was made in the likeneſs of ſinful 
fleſh—He was made fin for me, and for fin, condemned 
fin in the fleſh.—Here was mercy—O that I could love 
him more! Here is judgnient—O the faithfulneſs of 
GOD ! O the ſeverity of his juſtice ! He ſpared not his 
own Son—but he ſpared me—that ſentence which paſſed 
on me, was executed upon Him he thereby brought 
judgment to victory, ſpoiled principalities and powers, 
and made a ſhew of them openly, and having purged away 
my fins in his own body, he for ever fits down at the right 


hand of the Majeſty on high—once crucified, now exalt- 
ed, a Prince and a Saviour—the Lamb of GOD, who 
ſtands upon mount Zion, as one that once was ſlain, but 


now reigning gloriouſly,” 


Thus, we who were afar off, are brought nigh by the 
blood of CHRIST:—no longer ſtrangers and foreigners, 
but fellow-citizens with the ſaints and the houſehold of 
GOD. St. Paul gives us a very ſtriking repreſentation 
of the difference between the Law and the Goſpel; be- 
tween works and grace ; by the difference between mount 
Sinai; where the law was given, as the miniſtration of 
death; and the mount Zion, from whence the law of faith, 
of life, of love, of liberty, proceeds. Heb. xii. 18.“ 77 
(ſpeaking to believers) are not come unto the mount that may 
be touched, (mount Sinai) and that burned with fire, nor 
unto blackneſs and darkneſs and tempeſt, and the found of a 
trumpet, and the voice of wards ; which voice, they that heard, 
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vitreated, that the word ſhould not be ſpoken to them any mere 
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{for they could not endure that which was commanded ; and if 
fo much as a beaſt touch the mountain, it ſhall be ſtoned, or thruft 
through with a dart: and ſo terrible was the fight, that Moſes 
faid, I exceedingly fear and quale); but ye are come unto mount | 
Zion, and unto the city of the living GOD, the heavenly Jeruſa- 
lem; and to an innumerable company of angels; to the general aſ- 
fembly and church of the firſi-born, which are written in hea- 
ven; and to GOD the Judge of all; and to the ſpirits of juſt 
men made perſect; and to JESUS the Mediator of the cove- 
nant ; and to the blood of ſprinkling, that ſpeaketh better things 


than that of Abel, Hither the believer is come in the ſpirit 
of his mind: he is paſſed from death unto life: he has been 


at that terrible mountain of which the Apoſtle ſpeaks, and 
there he received the ſentence of death in himſelf. But now 
the thunder roars no more, huſhed by the {till ſmall voice 
of Peace, Flaſhes of lightning now no more affright the 
trembling ſoul, for Sinai's fiery darts are quenched in 
JESU's blood: a heavenly calm ſucceeds : only the heart, 
ſorrowful, yet rejoicing-affected now with love and grief, 
pours out the ſadly pleaſing ſigh, whilſt tears of joy ex- 
preſs its ſweet relentings. | 
You, perhaps, would wiſh to go to heaven; but why? 
what do you know of heaven? you wiſh for you know 
not what. What conception can you form of heaven? 
In what can you ſuppoſe the happineſs of heaven to con- 
ſiſt? You will anſwer, perhaps, that no one poſſibly can 
tell in this life.— confeſs that the believer knows but 
very little of the joys of heaven; yet, bleſſed be GOD 
for that little. It is true, we know but in part; yet 
ſomething we certainly do know—by taſte and feeling—for 
we have the pledge of our inheritance in our hearts till 
the time of the purchaſed poſſeſſion : therefore the Apoſtle 
prays that the Epheſians may be able t comprehend with 
all 


LW 3 
&!l ſaints what is the breadth, and length, and depth. and height, 
and to know the love of CHRIST, that paſſeth knowledge, i. e. 
to know it by taſte and feeling; though the dimenſions 
of GOD's everlaſting love in CHRIST JESUS to poor 


ſinners, infinitely ſurpaſs our comprehenſion, yet the truth 


and reality of that love is experienced in the ſoul, being 
apprehended and enjoyed by faith, We taſte the ſtreams, 
though we cannot fully comprehend the ſource from 
whence they flow, nor fathom that immenſe ocean of ul- 
timate glory to which they direct their courſe, and in 
which they at laſt will terminate—when the Son ſhall deli- 
ver up his mediatorial kingdom, his eleCt being all called 
in, and GOD ſhall be All in all. Though it never can en- 
ter into the heart of a natural man to conceive thoſe things 
which GOD hath prepared for them that love Him, yet, 
ſays the Apoſtle, He has revealed them to us by his SPIRIT. 
—2 Cor. i. 22. the Apoſtle fays, that GOD has given us 
the earneſt of the SPIRIT : and again, chap. v. 5. He that 
hath wrought us for the ſelf-ſame thing, is GOD, who 4000 
hath given unto us the earneſt of the SPIRIT, Now the 
Earneſt is part of the payment of a greater ſum, in order 
to inſure the remainder; therefore, ſays the Apottle, 
having received the Earneſt, we are always confident ; not 
with a preſumptuous confidence, like thoſe who ruſh as a 
mad horſe into the battle, but with a confidence grounded 
upon the Experience of GOD's Love to our fouls, and 
the Teſtimony of GOD's SPIRIT with our ſpirits: and 
with this, ſays the Apoſtle, I am willing to die; nay, 1 
had rather die than live: willing (ſays he) rather to be 
abſent from the body, and preſent with the LORD. 

It he had not known his LORD, whence could have 
iprung this defire in his ſoul, to have heen for ever with 
Him? But I know (ſays he) in whom I have believed. 
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This was all the Apoſtle's heaven and happirieſs—this is 
the heaven and happineſs of the redeemed for ever and 
ever—to know—to enjoy—and to be for ever with their 
LORD. In proportion to our knowledge and enjoyment 
of CHRIST, we have an heaven upon earth; for in the 
knowledge and enjoyment of H1M, lies all the heaven and 
happineſs we expect hereafter. | 

Let me appeal to your conſciences, is not this the only 
reaſon why you wiſh to go to heaven, namely, that you 
may not go to hell? You have ſo little knowledge of hea- 
ven, and ſo little is your deſire of going there, that, if 
it was left to your own choice, you would be well content 
to give up your chance of heaven, if you was ſure of not 
going to hel]. Nay, in your own eſtimation, the chances 
againſt you are ſo great, that, if it was left to your choice, 
you had rather be annihilated, than run the riſque of 
taking your trial at the bar of GOD. Hence a certain 
gloom hangs upon your mind, which you cannot poſſibly 
get rid of. One expedient after another is tried, in order 
to remove it. However any of them may ſeem to anſwer 
for a time, yet, when the novelty ceaſes, diſguſt follows— 
diſſatisfied with yourſelf, an univerſal diſſatisfaction en- 
ſues—however this gloom may ſeem to be loſt in com- 
pany and converſation, in the hurry of buſineſs, or in a 
round of diverſions and amuſements, yet it will again re- 
turn; and the trath of the wiſe man's proverb will be 
experienced, who faid, That in laughter the heart is her- 
rowful, and that the end of mirth is heavineſs. : 

And what perhaps may appear more ſurprizing to yours 
ſelf, and to the world in general, is, that you have lived 
in the habits of religion, and yet are a ſtranger to that 


dieſſed and glorious Hope in which ſome have been ena- 
| bled 


1 2 ] 
Ned to rejoice firm to the end, in all ages of the Church, 
This is a ſtumbling- ſtone and rock of offence, at which all 
are ſure to ſtumble when they firſt ſet out in the religious 
life; and that is, ſeeking righteouſneſs as it were by the 
works of the law. Not ſeeing where their righteouſneſs 
lies, and that that righteouſneſs belongeth only to the 
LORD, and is theirs only by faith in him, they go about to 
eſtabliſh a rightequſagſs of their own, and will not ſubmit 
to the righteouſneſs of GOD by faith. 

There is every thing in CHRIST which a poor ſoul 
can want or wiſh—in him there is all that reſt anl 
peace to he enjoyed, which in vain is ſqught for out of 
him. All that GOD requires of us—is to leave ourſelves 
in his hands—to do him the juſtice to believe, that He will 
be as good as his word—that if we caſt our burden upon 
bim, He will ſuſtain it—and if we come to him, He wilt 
not caſt us out: that He hath put away our ſins by the ſa- 
crifice of himſelf—that his righteouſneſs is unto all, and upon 
all that believe — that if we commit ourſelves to him, He 
will bring every thing to paſs— that in him we are accept- 
ed—in him we are complete in him we are perfect lack- 
ing nothing that in him we have eternal life; ſo that no- 
thing can ever ſeparate us from him. This is our reſt 
this is our refreſhing. In returning and re, ſays the 
LORD, Hall ye be ſaved; in quietneſs and confidence 
Hall be your ſtrengtb. What confidence?—a confidence 
in CHRIST— that He has done all things well—that 
it lies upon him to take care of us—and that, for this 
purpoſe, all power, in heaven and in earth, is put into his 
hands, x 

You, who have been ſeeking reſt and finding none— 
you, who have been wearying yourſelves in very vanities 
— you, who are diſtreſſed in mind, diſcontented, and diſ- 

ſatisfied 


. 
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ſatised with yourſelves—you, who have groaned, being 
burthened with a load of guilt, —to you, is the word of 


this Salvation ſent, Sinners—as Sinners—are invited to take 
the peace the Goſpel brings; for to him that worketh not, 
but believeth on him that juſtiſieth the ungodly, his faith 
is counted for righteouſneſs ; ſo that he that believeth, is 
juſtified from all things. 

The grand deluſion by which the god of this world 
deceives and blinds the eyes of men, is by perſuading them 
that they have fame fancied power and goodneſs in them- 
ſelves; and from not ſeeing the extent and ſpirituality of 
GOD's law, they go about to eſtabliſh their own righte- 
ouſneſs; not ſeeing, that what they call righteouſneſs, in 
the ſight of GOD, is unrighteouſnefs. Righteouſneſs 
muſt be a perfect conformity to the moral ltaw-—Unrighte- 
ouſneſs therefore muſt be a want of conformity; no mat- 
ter how near it may come to the ſtandard ; yet, if it falls 
ſhort, in the leaſt degree, it is unt ighteoufneſs; and all un? 
righteouſneſs is ſin. | 
Woe be to them who can take pleaſure in the beſt action 
they ever did—they lie under a ſtrong deluſion, and believe 
a lye. If we would judge ourſelves, ſays the Apoſtle, we 
mould not be judged by the LORD.--The trembling 
finner, who comes, ſelf- convicted, and ſelf- condemned, 
Mall not go away without an anſwer of peace; but he 
who juſtifies himſelf, according to his oven, words, and upon 
his own terms, muſt be condemned; for GOD will judge 
every man according to his ways. He that humbleth, 
himſelf, ſhall be exalted, and he that exalteth himſelf, 
Hall be abaſed. The ſelf- juſticiary condemns GOD; 
GOD therefore is bound to plead his own cauſe; for he 
will be juſtified in his ſayings, and in all his proceedings, 
- and will be found clear when he is jadged. 


The. 
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The charge which Elihu brought againſt Job was this, 
« that he juſtified himſelf;“ whereby he is ſaid, t add 
rebellion to ſm; but, ſays the ſame Elihu, JF any ſay, 
i have ſinned, and perverted that which is right, he will 
deliver his foul from going down to the pit, and his life 
hall fee the light. | 

The whole world is guilty before GOD ;—the Goſpel 
proclaims peace and pardon ;—all that remains for you, is 
to come in and plead your pardon,—Your peace is now 
made—your pardon is already obtained—and every act of 
your's, in order to make your peace, procure a pardon, or 
in any reſpect to recommend yaurſelves to GOD, is an 
act of rebellion and reſiſtance, in direct oppoſition to the 
free Grace of GOD, which calls upon the ſinner to return, 
without money and without price, without any previous 
conditions, qualifications, and pre-requiſites, 


Nothing ye in exchange can give! 

Leave all ye have and are behind; 

Freely the gift of GOD receive, 
Pardon and peace in JESUS find. 


4 
Commending you to GOD, and to the riches of his grace, 
I am, with earneſt prayer for the welfare and proſperity of 
your ſouls, and for the ſucceſs of this miſſion, 


Your willing ſervant in the Goſpel of our dear 


LORD JESUS CHRIST, 


JOHN BRADFORD. 
£pa-hields Chapel, London, | 


Feb. 18, 1788. 
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